
 

 

 

Meeting Minutes: 
HAMPDEN COUNTY 

HEALTH COALITION 

Date: Thursday Jan. 9, 2025 

Time: 10:00-11:30 A.M. 

Location: Online / Virtual  
(Email hmcc@frcog.org for meeting link and documents) 

Committee Members Present:  
Agawam: Lauren Kennedy 
Blandford: 
Chicopee: 
East Longmeadow: Tammy Spencer 
Granville: 
Hampden, Longmeadow, Monson, Wilbraham:  
Holyoke: 
Ludlow: Paulina Matusik (Co-Chair) 
Mill’s Town Public Health: Erin McMurray 
Montgomery, Southwick: Tom Hibert 
Palmer: Erin McMurray 
Springfield: Ann Kissel, Tyrone Denson, Tony L. Pettaway 
Tolland: 
West Springfield: Jeanne Galloway 
Westfield: Debra Mulvenna 
 

Other Participants: 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG): Alexander 
Sylvain, Nicholas Licata 
Medical Reserve Corps (MRC): Olan Johnston 
DPH/OPEM:  
BME: Kendra Sterneck, Jackson Leib 
MEMA: Scott L Flebottee 
 
 

 

Minutes 

Item 
Discussion 

Lead 
Minutes  

1. Welcome / Introductions / Review 
Agenda 

Co-Chairs Meeting called to order at 10:05 a.m by Paulina Matusik.   

2.  Approval of Minutes Co-Chairs 
Erin McMurray made a motion to approve the minutes, motion 
seconded by Thomas Hibert, Tammy Spencer lead a roll-call vote, 
which passed, at 10:15 a.m.  

3. New Business 

a) Quarter 2 WebEOC 24/7 Contact 

Board Drill 
FRCOG 

WebEOC 24/7 Contact Board Drill Results Presented, members 
reminded to log in and confirm their contact information.  
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b) BME Strategies Updates: 

• PHEP flow chart and 

timeline 

• Survey reminder 

• Present the framework 

c) Explore interests in one-on-

one meetings 

BME 

b) Participants reviewed the draft emergency response framework 
(a “crosswalk” outlining public health responsibilities) and discussed 
its level of detail. 
 
Emphasis was placed on tailoring the framework to each 
community’s needs and ensuring that it supports collaborative 
planning. 
 
The group discussed the workshop format. There was a consensus 
that an in-person workshop—with hybrid options for those who 
cannot attend—would be most effective. 
 
Feedback from the recent meeting (and from the “WAG” meeting 
with other regional planners) will be incorporated into a revised 
framework. 
 
c) BME Strategies (Jackson & Kendra): Will finalize and send out a 
survey to gather further input on the framework. 
 
Workshop Planning: Schedule an in person (with hybrid options) 
implementation workshop tentatively for the end of February. 
(Further details and an updated timeline will be shared next week.) 
 
All members asked to review the distributed framework and 
provide additional feedback as needed. One on one meetings 
available from BME.  

d) Budget Update FRCOG 

Budget presented – unexpended funding earmarked for the MHAO 
conference moved to support the costs of the PHEP summit. 5 
Coalition members registered and planning to attend.  
 
Up to $20,000 had been allocated to language translators. Roughly 
$10,000 is currently available. After discussion, the Coalition 
requested that a purchase of translators be made as soon as 
possible. A second purchase can be made later in the year as 
funding becomes available.  Participants discussed that allocation 
might be refined by reviewing both the number of emergency 
dispensing (EDS) sites per community and census data regarding 
language needs. FRCOG will research device options for 
presentation to the Coalition.  

4. Old Business 

e) Cell Phone Policy 
FRCOG 

FRCOG and Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) are in the 
midst of transferring the Verizon Cell Phone account from PVPC to 
FRCOG. A reminder to all members for all outstanding cellphone 
policy forms to be turned into the FRCOG.  

5. Local Public Health Round Robin  

Deputy Comm. Ann Kissel announced she received a NACCHO 
scholarship for an upcoming trip to San Antonio. In addition, 
Springfield has been awarded a readiness award. The funds will be 
used to restart the local Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) unit and 
support routine meetings and trainings. 
 
Several communities noted increased cases of flu (in addition to 
ongoing COVID 19 concerns) and a rise in pertussis among children 
under 5. 
 
Jeanne Galloway mentioned that West Springfield has available 
solar powered phone chargers (originally purchased during the 
early pandemic) and offered to distribute these at an upcoming 
workshop. 

6. Business Unforeseen   N/A 



 

 

7. Adjournment   
Jeanne Galloway made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded 
by Erin McMurray, Tammy Spencer lead a roll-call vote, the motion 
passed unanimously, meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.  

Meeting Documents: 
 

 


