
 

 

 

Meeting Minutes: 
HAMPDEN COUNTY 
HEALTH COALITION 

Date: Thursday October 3, 2024 
Time: 10:00-11:30 A.M. 

Location: Online / Virtual  
(Email hmcc@frcog.org for meeting link and documents) 

Committee Members Present:  
Chicopee: Katie Cyr 
 
Hampden, Longmeadow, Monson, Wilbraham: Heather 
Bissonette 
 
Ludlow: Paulina Matusik (Co-Chair) 
 
East Longmeadow: Tammy Spencer, Kris Buffington 
 
Westfield: Debra Mulvenna 
 
Holyoke: Deb Schaier, Timothy Rivers 
 
Montgomery, Southwick: Tom Hibert 
 
West Springfield: Jeanne Galloway, Lauren Blakeley 
 
Springfield:  
 
Agawam: Lauren Kennedy 
 
Mill’s Town Public Health: Erin McMurray 
 
Longmeadow, Wilbraham, Munson: Finn McCool 
 
Palmer: Nicole Gauthier 

Other Participants: 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG): Nick Licata 
 
Medical Reserve Corps (MRC):  
 
DPH/OPEM:  

 

Minutes 

Item 
Discussion 

Lead 
Minutes  

1. Welcome / Introductions / Review 
Agenda 

Co-Chairs Meeting called to order at 10:02 a.m. by Paulina.  

2.  Approval of Minutes Co-Chairs Jeanne made a motion to approve the minutes, motion seconded 
by Nicole, Tammy lead a roll-call vote, motion passed at 10:07 a.m.  

3. New Business 
a) October Budget Report + 

Unallocated Funds 
Nick Item was not discussed due to lack of available information at time 

of meeting. 



 

 

b) Grant Funded Cell Phone 
Agreement Form 

Co-chairs/ 
Nick 

Nick explained that although this federal guidance has been in place 
for a long time, enforcement has been re-emphasized in the latest 
guidance from OPEM. Group discussed expense of these phones as 
a percentage of the budget, whether other carriers might have a 
better deal, and coverage concerns. Group discussed forms, which 
were found to have a typo, and who should be responsible for 
signing them, and who should have the phones. Tammy suggested 
we table the discussion until the Co-chairs could meet with Xander, 
revise the forms, and hash out some more details.  

c) HVA Presentation Nick 
After some technical difficulties, Nick presented a brief overview of 
the HMCC’s annual HVA with a short public health oriented 
PowerPoint presentation.  

4. Old Business 
a) Meeting and Meeting Documents 
     Posting Location 
b) Planner Procurement 
c) Status of PHEP Funding Requests 
     for the MHOA and the PHEP Summit 
     Conferences 

Co-
chairs/Nick 

a) Discussion of new posting location for coalition meetings. Tammy 
shared that the HMCC website is now the official location. Nick 
shared that the Attorney General’s office has also been notified of 
the change.  
b) Co-chairs gave an update on the selection of a contractor 
planner. Will give another update after selection committee finishes 
evaluation.  
c) Discussed approval of reimbursement for MHOA registration.  

5. Local Public Health and Shared Service 
Updates 

Group Roundtable updates from coalition members regarding shared 
services and upcoming clinics throughout the region.  

6. Unforeseen  
Baxter Int. IV shortages 
Rabies  
Suspicious Packages 
Pertussis  
MRC units 
Winter sheltering  

Group 

Nick and Jeanne shared information about the IV supply constraints 
resulting from damage to a Baxter facility. Group also discussed the 
potential for shortages of many supplies should the strikes at 
eastern ports go on for long.  
Group discussed concerns with some of the guidance coming from 
urgent care/emergency departments regarding animal bites.  
Group discussed having Narcan available at town clerks offices, 
both generally, and in case of contamination coming in mail or 
ballots.  
Group discussed the rise of whooping cough cases and what seems 
to be delays in diagnosis by primary care.  
Tammy updated the group about the current MRC units statuses 
and plans going forward.  
Tim asked the group about plans for unhoused population with 
winter approaching. Members shared their thoughts and offered to 
provide plans for Tim to reference in developing a plan for his 
municipality.  

7. Adjournment   
Jeanne made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Nicole, 
Tammy lead a roll-call vote, the motion passed unanimously, 
meeting adjourned at 11:26 a.m.  

 

 


